2017 Annual Report
Dear Colfax Mayfair BID Members:
Community leaders have been trying to improve Colfax Avenue,
Denver’s iconic main street, since the 1980s. In 2017 we reached a
major milestone – voters approved $75 million in general bond
funding to transform Colfax into a transit-rich, community corridor.
Of this, $20 million is allocated to streetscape and pedestrian
improvements and $55 million is allocated to transit improvements.
The number one priority for our property owners was streetscape
improvements and pedestrian safety, and our BID advocated
aggressively, working with other BIDs, neighbors, elected officials
and the news media.
It will be another two years or so before these improvements are
installed, so let’s take this time to understand the new vision for
Colfax and how to benefit from it. As Colfax transitions into a transitenriched community corridor, for example, there will be greater
demand for neighborhood-serving businesses and residential
apartments on larger lots. Bus Rapid Transit will bring more foot
traffic to the area, and
streetscape improvements will
make the area more comfortable

Did You Know?

for our customers to shop, eat,

•

socialize or do errands.

The BID has 2 part-time
contractors working a total of

The BID will continue

25 hours/week on programs

implementing our programs while

and services. No office space,

participating in all the planning

equipment, insurance or benefits

efforts now underway for Colfax.

are provided.

To learn more, check our website

•

City property taxes may go up,

at www.colfaxmayfairbid.com or

but BID assessments are based

contact Hilarie Portell, executive

on square footage, not value.

director, at 720.810.3906 or

The assessment is $.075 x (lot +

hilarie@colfaxmayfairbid.com.
Thank you for your continued

building square footage). Lot size
is capped at 40,000 square feet.

support and investment in
the BID.
Stay in the loop!
Find us on Facebook and sign up for monthly email updates at
www.colfaxmayfairbid.com

BID Board of Directors
Jamie Harris
President, Chair Five Equities
Candace Wickstrom
Vice President,
City Floral Greenhouse & Garden Center
Dan Murray
Treasurer, Suburban Toppers
Barbara Macfarlane
Secretary, Marczyk Fine Foods
Christian Anderson
Chop Shop Casual Urban Eatery
Mo Bennett
Mayfair Center
Mark Berzins
Little Pub Company

Safety
10%

2018 Budget
Our 2018 budget of
$109,180 includes funds for:

Economic
Development/
Marketing
30%

Management/
Services
25%

Public
Improvements
35%
2017 Accomplishments
Public Improvements:
Make the district more attractive for new investment

•

Helped recruit 8 new businesses.

and customers; make it easier and safer for everyone to

•

BID marketing reached 5,000 local consumers/month;
17,500 area households vis local media, citywide

get around.
•

exposure with bond advocacy media coverage.

Successfully advocated for $20 million in general
obligation bond funding for streetscape and pedestrian

•

lynda@colfaxmayfairbid.com

safety improvements on Colfax, between Monaco
Parkway and Sheridan Boulevard.
•

Safety:

Installed branded bike racks and corrals in 15 locations

Enhance safety for people working, shopping and

to serve local customers.
•

•

socializing in the district.

Served on Upper Montclair Storm Water Study task

•

Distributed crime information to district businesses.

force and shared information with owners.

•

Organized free safety audits for business and

Served on Colfax Bus Rapid Transit Task Force; invited

property owners.

input from property owners, businesses and developers

•

Coordinated Adopt-A-Stop partners for RTD bus stops.

on proposed plans.

•

Worked with District 2 police to address nuisance activity
throughout the district.

Economic Development:
Grow the economic base through marketing and

Advocacy:

business support.
•

•

Send us your news and we’ll spread the word!

Build partnerships to benefit all.

Served on East Area Plan Steering Committee to help

•

With Colfax Collaborative (4 BIDs), successfully led

develop a long-term vision and plan for growth and

advocacy for $20 million in bond funding for pedestrian

development in our area.

safety and streetscape improvements.

Supported 200 BID businesses with marketing,
crime/safety information, district news.

•

Working with city staff on zoning and sign code
modifications to support Colfax real estate.

www.colfaxmayfairbid.com

